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Background
1. The project was funded through a 

Department of the Interior Hurricane 
Sandy Coastal Resiliency Competitive 
Grant and administered by NFWF .
• In response to the significant level of 

exposure and vulnerability to the 
infrastructure, environment, and socio-
economic assets from extreme weather 
events and a changing climate.

2. The project was developed through a 
partnership between the SCRCOG, 
MetroCOG and TNC and the Ten Coastal 
Communities.
• Fairfield, Bridgeport, Stratford, Milford, West 

Haven, New Haven, East Haven, Branford, 
Guilford, and Madison  

3. The objective of the project was to 
prioritize resilience opportunities 
across the project area through the use 
of green and natural infrastructure 
using where appropriate and feasible.
• To enhance existing natural resources, 

improve public amenities, and reduce risk 
from hazards over immediate and longer 
term planning horizons.



Structure



Natural/Green Infrastructure 
Assessment
1. Initial Inventory of Coastal and 

Riverine Projects and Plans

2. Opportunity Assessment of 
Coastal and Riverine Projects

3. Field/On‐Site Assessments

4. Data Development

5. Regional Natural/Green 
Infrastructure Assessment

6. Coordination with Local 
Coastal Resilience Plans



Municipal Engagement/Workshops

1. Stakeholder/Municipal Meetings

2. SeaSketch Workshop

3. Field/Site Visits

4. Collaborative dialogue to define risk 
and resilience opportunities



Conceptual Design



Regional Coastal Resiliency 
Framework



Legal, Policy and Regulatory 
Assessment
1. Legal, Policy, and 

Regulatory Resilience 
Inventory

2. Legal, Policy, and 
Regulatory Opportunities
• Case Studies



Regional Drinking Water Study

• Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Planning for 
Protection of Public Drinking Water

• Goal: develop useful climate information for 
SCRCOG/RWA; transfer that information to other 
COGs & CT water utilities to enhance resiliency of 
public water supplies



Research Objectives

1. Literature review and survey of CT water utilities to 
learn what is already being done to plan for effects of 
climate change on drinking water quantity and 
quality

2. Identify potential climate related risks and thresholds

3. Translate climate information to inform ongoing 
regional and utility planning efforts

4. Develop a “how to” guide, lessons learned, and 
webinar to broadly disseminate and share results in 
collaboration with CIRCA for use by other water 
utilities



Current Water 
Utility 
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Future 
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Preliminary Findings

• Increase in percentage of annual precipitation that 
comes from extreme events– from 15.5% to 22% by 
mid-century

• More severe and frequent summer droughts

• Increased temperature + 
reduced summer rainfall =
➢Increased algal growth
➢Increased stress on 
water treatment process



Additional Resources
Eugene Livshits, Senior Regional Planner
elivshits@scrcog.org
(203) 466-8626

Rebecca Andreucci, Transportation Planner
randreucci@scrcog.org
(203) 466-8601

https://scrcog.org/regional-planning/coastal-resilience/

https://maps.coastalresilience.org/connecticut/

https://scrcog.org/regional-planning/coastal-resilience/
https://maps.coastalresilience.org/connecticut/

