N N COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE,
HEALTH AND NATURAL RESOURCES

You Might Want to Consider a Stormwater Utility
Sea m“t Mary Looney & Dave Dickson

Connecticut UConn Center for Land Use, Education, and Research (CLEAR)

9 CLEAR

As of July 2021, all Connecticut municipalities are able to establish Stormwater Utilities to fund
stormwater management. As climate change increases the frequency and intensity of rainfall, these
utilities can fund critical mitigation and resiliency strategies. \With support from CT Sea Grant,
UConn CLEAR Is providing support to communities as they consider establishing stormwater utilities.

Stormwater Utilities and Resilience Resources

What are Stormwater Utilities?

Stormwater utilities are entities, similar to water and sewer utilities, that oversee i b e e Climate Change to Increase UConn CLEAR, i.n. c;ollaboration with CT Sea Grant, is helping communities
maintaining, managing, and improving a local stormwater system. They are funded by user Precipitation: 71% increase in e>§plore thajc utllltles.are, hpvv they are set up, gnd how |’F can bg used for
fees that are equitably based on contribution of stormwater runoff to the system e e S e G SR ] 26 climate resilience. This has included an educational webinar series, fact
(typically based on a property's amount of impervious cover). sheets, and resource rich website (see QR code below). In the spring, a

Stormwater utilities can soup to nuts workshop is planned to help walk communities through how
The greatest benefit of a utility is that they provide an equitable, stable funding source provide direct funding to to set one up that works for their area.

implement climate resiliency
and mitigation practices

to establish a resilient stormwater management system responsive to emerging and
increasing water quantity and quality challenges.

What is a Stormwater Utility? Equivalent Residential Unit

. . The Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) system is the most common type of stormwater utility, with it being used for more than 80% of all stormwater utilities (EPA). It
a a I n E t O O I n a n is based on the effect of a typical single-family residential impervious cover footprint, billing an amount proportional to the impervious area on a parcel, regardless
of the total area. After the ERU is established, This measurement can be done individually for each property, or can be done through a tiered flat rate.
Governor Lamont' 's Climate Bill, House Bill 6441, passed in July of 2021, allows for Connecticut Municipalities to be
° able to implement Stormwater Utilities. Stormwater utilities are fees which generate direct, stable funding for Quick Find: The baseline ERU can be achieved by either taking a random sample of residential properties and getting the average impervious area or by using multispectral
stormwater management. They are often labelled as a fair and equitable source of funding as the fee is not based Who has one? aerial photography or light detection and ranging (lidar) mapping to estimate the total impervious area of residential properties, and then dividing it by the number
. S O r I I . W a e r p O u I O I l ] S u C a S on property tax, but on impervious cover, allowing all properties, even tax-exempt properties, to contribute to the o '. of residential properties.

P ; stormwater fund. On the boxes below, you can find a breakdown of the essentials of House Bill 6441: SLetcten The equation below shows the in-depth math of the payment distribution between residential and non-residential properties. The established baseline ERU derived

Find Out More from the methods above, gives an equal split of payment of 50% by residential property owners and 50% non-residential property owners. If this baseline ERU size

e e a e e e e 1 e e e 330}’0 g r e e n E t O r m W a t e r were to increase, the residential property owners would bear more of the utility cost than the non-residential and vice versa if the baseline ERU size were to
I U l I I I l I I l l l [ \ decrease.
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What are Stormwater Utility Credits?

Collaboration on Stormwater Utilities

About 50% of stormwater utilities fees are accompanied by partial fee reductions or ‘credits’ offered to residents or property owners in order to incentivize

NP DES Fees stormwater runoff retention and treatment using various Best Management Practices (BMPs) (Zhao, Fonseca, & Zeerak). The idea is, the less impervious cover you
have, the less you are contributing to stormwater pollution, and therefore the lower your stormwater utility fee is. The incentivization of stormwater utility fee credits

$ 15r000 typically takes the form of Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) implementation, helping to mitigate against the harmful effects of stormwater pollution. GSI uses

natural methods to absorb rainfall and runoff and prevent it from running along impervious cover and into storm drains. GS| addresses both stormwater runoff

Who has One? volume and quality, protecting natural waterbodies and preventing infrastructure damage and flooding.
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various Best Management Practices (BMPs) such as green stormwater
infrastructure (GSI)/LID#

 Rain gardens, rain barrels, pervious pavement, etc.
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